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THE GOD OF OUR SALVATION 
 

 In some fashion, either directly or indirectly, 

every single word of every single Bible statement is 

connected with the salvation of God, that is, the 

salvation which the God of heaven offers to mankind. 

If there were no God of salvation, there could be no 

salvation of God! The Psalmists declared, “Blessed be 

the LORD . . . The God of our salvation! Selah. Our 

God is the God of salvation . . .” (Psalm 68:19,20).  

 “Salvation” refers to deliverance or rescue from 

danger. In the Bible, “salvation/to save” can have 

more than one meaning. There is salvation in a 

physical sense, such as when the Lord delivered the 

Israelites out of the land of Egypt (Jude 5). The most 

common concept of “salvation” is to be saved from 

past sins, that is, to have sins forgiven (Matthew 1:21). 

A third meaning of being saved is to receive eternal 

life/unending salvation in heaven. When Paul wrote to 

Christians, whose sins already had been forgiven by 

the blood of Jesus, he exhorted them to put on “as a 

helmet the hope of salvation” (1 Thessalonians 5:8). 

Because this salvation was something for which they 

hoped, they had not yet received it. Since we have 

only one hope, which is life eternal (Titus 1:2), that 

would be the salvation to which we look forward.  

 It is no secret why humans need God’s salvation. 

Sin is a killer (“For the wages of sin is death,” 

Romans 6:23) that separates its practicers from the 

God of heaven (Isaiah 59:2). Human beings could 

never come up with a plan or do something impressive 

by which they can save themselves. Thus, all who 

have ever sinned stand in need of the Lord’s salvation. 

If you and I are going to be saved, we will be saved 

God’s way, or else we will not be saved at all. 

 The God of heaven certainly has the power to 

save us. He is the Creator, the One Who made the 

material universe out of nothing. He is, after all, the 

Lord Almighty (2 Corinthians 6:18). He rescued Israel 

from slavery in Egypt (Jude 5), saved Daniel from a 

lions’ den (Dan. 6), and delivered Paul from the mouth 

of a lion (2 Timothy 4:17). Such a great Being has the 

power to save our souls from the clutches of sin, too!  

 The God of heaven has the desire to save us. 

“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 

our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). 

In some instances in life, a person may have the 

capacity to do something, yet he lacks the desire to 

carry it out. That is not the way the God of heaven is: 

He has both the power and desire to save lost people. 

 Being rich in mercy (Ephesians 2:4), the God of 

heaven has the compassion to save us. “As I live, says 

the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and 

live” (Ezekiel 33:11). The Almighty Creator cares 

about His creation. Thank God, He cares! 

 The Lord further has the plan to save us. That 

scheme was “in place” in God’s mind before creation 

(1 Peter 1:18-20; Ephesians 3:9-11). To fulfill that 

plan, by His amazing love the Father “sent His Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). On His 

part, Jesus laid down His life (John 10:17,18). What 

about the Holy Spirit’s role? He revealed the truth of 

God through inspired messengers (John 16:13,14), 

making known to mankind the good news about the 

hope of salvation. We should be grateful that the God 

of hope has given us a message of hope about “the 

Lord Jesus Christ, our hope” (1 Timothy 1:1).  

 That salvation which is granted by the God of our 

salvation is available to all people. It is available in 

potential – Jesus came to be “the Savior of the world” 

(John 4:42) in the sense that all sinners have the 

possibility to be saved through His death (Hebrews 

2:9). In reality, not every person will be saved 

eternally (Matthew 25:46). The salvation-giving God 

justifies/saves those who have faith in Jesus (Romans 

3:26). What kind of believers would that be? Those 

who are in the Christ, which is the only place where 

salvation from sin is attainable (Ephesians 1:7).  

 God makes the most incredible offer to humanity. 

What is that? To come live with Him forever! God 

Himself is an everlasting Being (Psalm 90:1,2), and 

He has prepared a marvelous, never-ending place for 

His faithful servants: “a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). Because the God 

of all grace and hope is the God of our salvation, He 

deserves our ongoing, lifelong reverence, gratitude, 

praise, and faithful service.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF AMOS: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 The prophet Amos, a sheepbreeder and a tender of 

sycamore fruit, was from the Southern Kingdom, but 

Jehovah sent him to prophesy to the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel (Amos 1:1; 7:14,15). His powerful 

message was just what God’s people needed to hear. 

Their spiritual and national well-being depended on 

accepting it and applying God’s word in their lives.  

 Historical setting: The word of the Lord came to 

Amos in the days of two kings: King Uzziah was on 

the throne in Judah while Jeroboam II (the son of 

Joash) ruled in Israel (Amos 1:1). That would make 

the historical date to be about B.C. 760. Amos was a 

contemporary with Hosea and perhaps overlapped 

with the time of the work of Jonah, Isaiah, and Micah. 

 During the reign of King Jeroboam II, Israel was 

prosperous, strong militarily, and at peace. On the 

spiritual side of matters, however, with their material 

prosperity many developed pride and a false sense of 

security. It was a time when the people seemed to 

have little desire to turn to the Lord and serve Him. 

 Some key thoughts: It is not difficult to grasp a 

number of the forceful thoughts set forth by Amos. 

 (1) What was it that the Lord wanted to see in His 

people? Through Amos, the God of righteousness 

called on His people to return to Him (4:6-10), seek 

Him and live (5:4,6), seek good and live (5:14), hate 

evil and love good (5:15), as well as carry out justice 

and righteousness (5:7,24).  

 (2) Sin ran rampant in Israel (also identified as 

“Samaria” by Amos and other prophets – 3:12; 4:1; 

6:1). Instead of being the holy nation that God wanted 

Israel to be (Exodus 19:5,6), He described Israel as 

“the sinful kingdom” (9:8) and spoke of the people’s 

“manifold transgressions” and “mighty sins” (5:12). 

How sad! So despicable were Israel’s conduct and 

stubborn refusal to acknowledge their mistakes and 

return to God that He rejected their worship, including 

their offerings, saying, “I hate, I despise your feast 

days . . . I will not accept them” (5:22). 

 What had the inhabitants of the Northern Kingdom 

done that was so horrible? It was an accumulation of 

widespread, ongoing rebellion and corruption. Among 

other things, they mistreated the poor of the land (2:6; 

4:1; 5:11; 8:4,6), perverted the way of the humble 

(2:7), charged the prophets not to prophesy (2:12), 

worshiped idols (3:14; 8:14), took bribes (5:12), and 

dealt deceitfully with others (8:5). In addition, some 

were eaten up with materialism and reveled in their 

luxurious living (3:15; 4:1; 6:1,4-6). If we did not 

know better, we would think that Amos was preaching 

directly to modern-day societies! 

 (3)  Captivity  was  on  the  way.  Amos  began  by  

calling for judgment on the Gentile nations round 

about Israel (1:3-2:3), he next called for judgment on 

Judah (2:4,5), then finally he called for the 

punishment of Israel (2:6,14-16). Israel’s punishment 

would be her due “fruit” for rejecting the Lord’s plea 

to repent and return to Him. Amos’ message to Israel 

was, “He will take you away” (4:2), or as God Himself 

warned, “Therefore I will send you into captivity” 

(5:27). Again, the country prophet from Tekoa 

declared this about Israel and its king: “Jeroboam 

shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led 

away captive from their own land” (7:11). That 

captivity came about in B.C. 722/721 when the 

Assyrians conquered the Northern Kingdom and 

deported many Israelites. It was all so avoidable! That 

is correct: Israel could have avoided destruction and 

captivity if the people had humbled themselves and 
submitted to the great I AM. The choice was theirs. 

 A Pointer to the Messianic/new covenant era: In 

Amos 9:11,12 it is written: “On that day I will raise 

up the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down, 

and repair its damages; I will raise up its ruins, and 

rebuild it as in the days of old. That they may possess 

the remnant of Edom, and all the Gentiles who are 

called by My name, says the LORD who does this 

thing.” To whom or what do these words apply? 

Thankfully, we do not have to guess. 

 In about A.D. 49/50, the apostles and elders came 

together in Jerusalem to discuss matters pertaining to  

keeping the law of Moses and fleshly circumcision 

(Acts 15:1-6). After Peter, Barnabas, and Paul 

addressed the assembled saints, James (not the brother 

of John, but most likely the younger brother of Jesus) 

spoke. He referred to what Peter had said that day 

about the conversion of Gentiles (15:7-11,13,14). 

James then stated, “And with this the words of the 

prophets agree, just as it is written” (15:15). He then 

quoted Amos’ prophecy (Amos 9:11,12), applying it 

to the conversion of the Gentiles. To whom were the 

Gentiles being converted in the first century? To the 

Christ. By what means were the Gentiles being 

converted to Jesus? God’s grace and gospel. To what 

were the converted/saved Gentiles added? To the 

church (Acts 2:47). Thus, Amos’ reference to “the 

tabernacle of David” had nothing to do with the 

rebuilding of a physical structure; rather, those words 

pointed to the days when Gentiles would be saved via 

Jesus and the gospel and be brought into the church, 

where they would be one in the Lord with the Jews. 

 As we study Amos, we marvel at his courageous 

proclamation of truth and God’s awesome character. 

 -- Roger D. Campbell 



I WANT TO BE RICH!

 I am not the only one who wants to see me obtain 

riches. The God of heaven also wants me to be rich. 

He wants the same for you, too. Do you believe that? 

 Before I proceed, let me assure you that I am not 

in any sense advocating a “Prosperity Gospel” or 

some type of “Health and Wealth Gospel.” Some 

religious charlatans claim that if we serve the Lord 

faithfully, then He will bestow upon us good physical 

health and financial prosperity. That message may 

sound appealing, and it may attract some unsuspecting 

people, but the reality is, the Bible does not teach it. 

The truth is, in the New Testament we read that some 

first-century saints were faithful in God’s service, yet 

they were poor from a financial standpoint (2 

Corinthians 8:1-3). Other committed servants of the 

Lord faced health challenges (2 Timothy 4:20).  

 Still, I stand by what I said: I want to be rich. If 

we are not suggesting that God promises to pour out 

great heaps of material riches on His servants, to what 
do we refer when we openly admit that we have a desire 

to be rich? We speak of being rich in a spiritual sense. 

 Jesus came into this world in order to make you 

and me rich. Why would we claim such a thing? Read 

this: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 

became poor, that you through His poverty might 

become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). Our Lord humbled 

Himself and took on the form of a servant (Philippians 

2:6,7). Through His lowliness and humiliating death, 

we can be rich in Him. Paul used those facts to 

motivate the Christians in Corinth to give sacrificially 
to the Lord’s Cause.  

 Jesus invites every person to come to Him to find 

rest for their souls (Matthew 11:28). His Father has 

prepared all spiritual blessings for mankind. And 

where are those spiritual blessings available? In the 

Christ (Ephesians 1:3). If I am in the Lord, I am rich – 

I have all spiritual blessings as I live the abundant life 

that He provides (John 10:10). Jesus told His suffering 

disciples in Smyrna, “I know your works, tribulation, 

and poverty (but you are rich . . .” (Revelation 2:9). 

They were poor in a financial sense, but abundantly 
rich through Jesus on the spiritual side.  

 Right-thinking people, if they had to choose, 

would choose spiritual riches over material riches any 

day of the week. Jesus told a parable about a certain 

rich man who seemed to trust in himself and material 

possessions. His crops were bountiful, but God called 

him a fool and said his soul would be taken while His 

material things would be left behind. Jesus concluding 

remarks about that man’s scenario were: “So is he who 

lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 

God” (Luke 12:21). Unwise people are stuff-oriented; 

wise folks are “rich toward God,” making their 

relationship with Him the top priority of their life. 

When God is in first place in our thinking and plans 
and we walk with Him, we are immeasurably rich! 

 The Lord wants us to be rich in faith. If that is 

what He wants, then that is what we should desire, 

too! As James wrote about the need to avoid partiality 

in our dealings with others, he asked, “Listen, my 

beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this 

world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 

which He promised to those who love Him?” (James 

2:5). Notice the connection of these three items: rich 

in faith, heirs of the kingdom, and love God. More 

than once, the Master spoke about His disciples being 

people “of little faith” (Matthew 6:30; 8:26; 14:31). 

Let us strive to be rich in faith, trusting in God with 
all our heart (Proverbs 3:5). 

 Another area of richness to which Christians are 

called is to be rich in good works. Timothy was 

instructed to charge those who are counted as rich in 

worldly goods, “Let them do good, that they be rich in 

good works, ready to give, willing to share” (1 

Timothy 6:18). Because all children of God “are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works” 

(Ephesians 2:10), the idea of being rich in good works 

certainly is not limited to those with great material 

possessions. Doing good for others is not so much 

about the size of our money pile as it is about the size 

of our heart. Carrying out some good works might 

involve substantial financial costs, but other good 

works may simply require the investment of time, a 

serving heart, a listening ear, or using a hand to write 
or type a message.    

 There is another beautiful aspect of richness 

which we ought to consider. Paul described himself 

and other disciples in this manner: “as sorrowful, yet 

always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 

having nothing, and yet possessing all things” (2 

Corinthians 6:10). Paul counted himself as a rich 

person (“possessing all things”). And what else? His 

heart rejoiced because he had a part in “making many 

rich.” Does he mean that he was giving advice about 

stock investment or conducting weekend “How to 

Make a Bunch of Money and Retire Early” seminars? 

No. Well, how was he making other folks rich? By 

teaching them the gospel and helping them get into the 

Christ, where they would become new creatures and 
enjoy all spiritual blessings, including eternal life!   

 Thank God that we can enjoy and proclaim “the 

unsearchable riches of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



2 Thessalonians 1:3,4 – THANK GOD FOR BRETHREN!  

 In the opening portion of his second-recorded 

epistle to the saints in Thessalonica, the apostle Paul 

had words of commendation and appreciation for the 

young congregation. Hear the words which we 

identify as 2 Thessalonians 1:3,4: 

(3) We are bound to thank God always for you, 

brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows 

exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all 

abounds toward each other, (4) so that we ourselves 

boast of you among the churches of God for your 

patience and faith in all your persecutions and 

tribulations that you endure.  

 The Thessalonian Christians were real people, 

folks who, like you and me, had to live in an imperfect 

world and deal with various matters in life which were 

not ideal. Here are some things we can “take away” 

from Paul’s moving message to them. 

 Thank God for faithful brethren! What did Paul 

tell them? “We are bound to thank God always for 

you, brethren . . .” (1:3). Surely you and I would echo 

those sentiments today: thank God for faithful 

brothers and sisters in the Lord who do so much! 

 Are we not blessed when brethren humbly serve 

us? (Galatians 5:13). 

 Are we not blessed when brethren treat us like 

family? (Mark 10:29,30). 

 Are we not blessed when brethren show 

hospitality to us? (1 Peter 4:9). 

 Are we not blessed when brethren reach out to 

comfort and edify us? (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 

 Are we not blessed when brethren exhort us? 

(Hebrews 3:13). 

 Are we not blessed when brethren pray for us? 

(James 5:16). 

 Are we not blessed when brethren stand with us in 

fighting the good fight of faith? (2 Timothy 4:7). 

 Are we not blessed when brethren put our best 

interests above their own? (Philippians 2:3,4). 

 Are we not blessed when brethren love us, doing 

and saying that which benefits us? (1 John 3:16-18). 

 Yes, it is wonderful to be a part of God’s family, 

which is, hands down, the greatest family on the 

planet! Thank God for His faithful children, who are 

such a blessing to His Cause. 

 Thank God for brethren whose faith is growing! 

Paul’s description of the Thessalonians’ faith: “your 

faith grows exceedingly” (1:3). Did the members of 

the church there have faith? They sure did. But, more 

than possessing faith, their faith was growing. And, 

not only was their faith growing, it was growing 

exceedingly. How encouraging to witness such faith! 

 Is it possible for you and me to imitate their faith,  

a faith that was growing exceedingly? Of course! 

Remember, it is great to grow in knowledge (2 Peter 

3:18), but growing in knowledge of God’s word does 

not always translate into growing faith. Some people 

have acquired and continue to acquire great amounts 

of knowledge, but currently they do not live by faith.  

 On the other hand, our hearts rejoice to see sisters 

and brothers, both elderly and youthful alike, growing 

immensely in their personal faith. Because they have 

learned to trust in the Lord at all times (Psalm 62:8) 

with all of their heart (Proverbs 3:5), they now have 

the courage to do what the Lord instructs them to do: 

things like resist the devil (1 Peter 5:8,9), put God’s 

Cause first (Matthew 6:33), and reach out to those 

whose souls are in danger (Galatians 6:1).  

 Thank God for brethren whose love is 

abounding! Paul told them: “the love of every one of 

you all abounds toward each other” (1:3). Did you 

notice? It was not just a small percentage of them who 

demonstrated love. No, it was “every one” of them 

abounding in love. How encouraging to see brethren 

today who genuinely care about the physical, material, 

and spiritual needs of others. Love provides meals for 

the hungry or grieving. Love brings the gospel to close 

neighbors and people living in faraway lands. Love 

takes care of orphans and widows (James 1:27). Love 

kindly communicates to settle disputes that inevitably 

arise in a local church. Love rebukes the rebellious, 

and love forgives those who repent. Let us all be 

diligent to grow and abound in love (2 Peter 1:5,7). 

 Thank God for brethren who maintain faith and 

patience in the midst of tough times, even persecutions 

and tribulations! The disciples in Thessalonica faced 

great challenges, some of which could not have been 

pleasant to face in their day-to-day lives. Yet, through 

it all they continued to manifest patience and faith 

(1:4). “Patience” is from a Greek word (“       / 

hupomon ”) which means “steadfastness, constancy, 

endurance; in the NT the characteristic of a man who 

is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his 

loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials 

and suffering” [Thayer, no. 5281]. The church still is 

blessed today to have brothers and sisters who by faith 

and love persevere despite health challenges, financial 

concerns, family issues, and many other potential 

hindrances. We say it again: thank God for brethren!  
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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